25X1 


Approved Fur Release 2004/(fi$§ :$££(®63-004i3A000500060066-9 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


25X1 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 


COMOR D -56/7 

3 July 1963 

Committee on Overhead Reconnai ssance 

Positional Accuracy for the 
Intelligence Target List 


] The COMOR will recall that the NRO has requested _a_ 

nr sit tonal, accuracy 


COMOR is also aware of the dill; cult: cs m estab- 
lishing a ccurate ' coordinates 


Z 


accurate coorunjcnco| — 

T The Chairman had forwarde d a working paper to COMOR 

~| which proposed that the DIA 


studies with AM S and ACIC to im prove positional, accuracy. 

At the 27 June meeting, [ N ad te the members a report 


from the DIA on this subject. It is attached for the consideration of 
the COMOR at its next meeting on 11 July. It is proposed that COMOR 
approve this memorandum to be transmitted to the NRO for its guidance 
in connection with programming problems in the future. 


2, For the convenience of the members, 

memorandum is prepared so that It need be c... as si Led only SECRET 
provided this covering memorandum is removed. 
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COMOR D 56/7 


Positional Accuracy for the Int elligen ce Target Last. 


1. The requirement for 

(accuracy for coordinate positions related tc tne werici ueoaetic 


System {W. G. S, ) for all COMOR intelligence targets does not appear to 
be a reasonable requirement;. The best position accuracy that: can be 
provided for targets at present is something beyond 300 feet. However, 
for many of the targets the current capability for positioning provides 
errors in excess of 1, 000 feet. At: present probably 70 percent are 
positioned to within 1. 000 feet and 30 per cent within 500 feet. (All of 
these are at 90per cent probability. ) 


2. I.t is expected that when the present geodetic, control 

studies are completed, it will be possible to position any target: to 
within 750 feet. It; also would be possible in due course to improve 
positioning of specific targets approaching this degree of accuracy, 
depending upon the quality of the materials and the distance between 
the target and identifiable control points tied to the W< rid Geodetic 
System. Even with the prospects over the next few years, it is 
unlikely that features on the ground not now positioned from maps 
and conventional surveys of high accuracy could be positioned in maps 
or charts to an accuracy much greater than 450 feet (W. G. S. ). 


,3. The most critical targets in the COMOR list; have been 

recently positioned using the best data currently available. The 
results of this positioning effort are continuously applied to the 
1:200, 000 target chart series and are incorporated into the Air Intelligence 
File Data Tapes. These should provide the best, positions feasible with 
materials and studies completed to date. It will be possible to improve 
positions for some of the critical targets now known to be in error by 
more than 750 feet by additional geodetic -photogrammetric effort utilizing 
existing materials. Improvement is also feasible for many of the less 
critical targets which have not been given recent attention. 

4. DIA will institute with AMS and ACIC a review of the 

positioning problem, and, based on this review, will develop a schedule 
tor a systematic improvement: of position data for the intelligence target 
list;. This effort, will be given emphasis consistent with, other priority 
projects, but it cannot be completed by 15 August 63 as proposed. An 
estimate will be provided at the conclusion of the review of the problem. 
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COMOR-D-56/7 


5, It is assumed that the accuracy requirement 

will be immediately reviewed and revised to conform with current 
operational requirements. This must be accomplished before any 
meaningful study of the positioning problem can be initiated. DIA 
can provide further details on accuracies of specific targets and will 
be available to participate in discussions leading to validation of the 
accuracy requirement. 
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